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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/648,269 



Applicant(s) 

JIMBO, MASATO 
Art Unit 

2879 



Period for jg* " ' * ■ « ^ S g g , gg - S J o ^U*^ 1^ .. 

SrtSSS&TOX 0| R JSSn F ,°c R aS LY ,S SET TO ^ i MONTH(S) FROM 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b) communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status 



» V • • ■ ... . . 



1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

2a)D This action is F.NAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

1? aPPl H ati0n " " C ° nditi0n f ° r a " 0WanCe 6XCept for folTTlal ^ Prosecution as to the merits is 
closed ,n accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11 453 O.G 213 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) M7 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) _ is/are withdrawn from consideration 

5) U Claim(s)^ js/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s)_ . is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) ___ is/are objected to. . ." 

8M Claim(s) MI are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. • 

Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

10)D Th e ~drawing( S ) fiied on__ is/are: afl accepted or bO objected to by the Examiner 

App - ntmaynot request ^ See 37 CFR ! 85(a) 

1 1 n ThTnT en L dra , Win9 Sheet(S) indUdinQ th6 ' C ° rreC,i0n iS reqUired if the dr ^ng(s) is objected to See 37 CFR 1 121 «) 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52 ™ . 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)G I Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S C § 1l9(aWd) or(n 
a)DAII b)Q Some * c)Q None of: ' () () (0> 

lO Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

2. Q Certified cbpies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3. Q Copies^of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this^a7onal Staoe 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 



Atfachmant(s) 



1) 
2) 
3) 



Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

Notice of Drattsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

p n Il?M t, ?^,M SC ! 0 ^, SUre Statement (s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date , ; 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 




Interview Summary (PTO-413) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date. 

Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 
U Other: . 
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Election/Restrictions 



K Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I- Claims 1-5, drawn to a nonwoven fabric, classified in class 442, subclass 327. 
11 Claims <Ml,dr TO ^^ 

HI. Claims 12-15, drawn to an apparatus, classified in class 425, subclass 8. 
• IV... Claims 16-17,drawntoadevice,classifiedinclass313,subclass504. 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
2. Inventions II and I or IV are related as process of making and product made. The 
inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the process as 
claimed can be used to m*ke other and materially different product or (2) that the product as 
claimed can be made by another and materially different process (MPEP § 806.05(0). In the . 
instant case the nonwoven fabric could be made by treating the fibers individually with the 

i 

hygroscopic coating instead of treating the fabric as a whole. 

3. fnventions Iff and I or IV are related as apparatus and product made. The inventions in 
this relationship are distinct if either or both of the Mowing can be shown: (,) that tbt 
as claimed is not an obvious apparatus for making the p ro dua and the apparatus can be used for 
making a different product or (2) that the product as claimed can be made by another and 
materially different apparatus (MPEP § 806.05(g)). In this ca Se the fibers could be formed 

without centrifugal separation, and instead formed by steam pre.rea.men, and a sieve drum 
device. 
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4. Inventions IV and I are related as combination and subcombination. Invention in this 
relations are distinct if i, can be shown that (,) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particular, „f the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 



instant 



subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the 
case, the combination aa claimed does no. require theparticulars of the subcombination as ' 
claimed because a protective layer made of resin could be used for sealing the device and 
therefore retaining absorbing moisture. The subcombination has separate utility such as 
humidity-controlling sheet in a hothouse. 

5. Inventions III and II are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2, the apparatus as claimed can be used ,o practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the fibers could be 
fornted without centrimgal sepatation, and instead fanned by steam pretreatment and a sieve 
drum device; ■■ - 

6. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in (he an as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. ■ 
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Contact Information 

* * 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 



communications from the 
examiner shou.d be directed ,o Hol ly Harper whose telephone number is (571) 272 2453. He 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:3b AM to 5:00 PM 

« 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Nimesh. Patel, can be reached on (571) 272 2457 1W i, 

uiu j / /2-2457. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 308-7382. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating ,„ the status 0 f,his app.ication or 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number i s (703) 308-0956. 




Holly Harper 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2879 
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